SWCS Council Meeting

WI-Chapter

UW – Platteville Pioneer Farm, Agriculture Technology Center
29200 College Farm Road

Platteville, WI  53818
Meeting Called to Order: 10:40 AM on January 28, 2009
Present:  Ty Larson, President; Jerry Griswold, 2nd Vice President; Melissa Knipfel, President Elect; Jim Hebbe, Past President; Gene Hausner, Treasurer; Jon Field, Membership Chairman; Andy Walsh, Region 4 Rep; Chris Baxter, UW – Platteville SWCS Student Advisor, Ken Killian, Member
Absent:  Barry Bubolz, Secretary; Michael Stinebrink, Newsletter; Paula Carow, Region 1 Rep; Pat Murphy, Awards; Peggy James, National SWCS Representative; Jane Reigel, Region 2 Rep; Amy Neigum, Region 3 Rep; Andy Holschbach, Region 5 Rep Jodie Reisner, Region 6 Rep; Steve Bradley, Finance; Pete Nowak, Legislative; Milo Harpstead, WI Conservation Hall of Fame

Secretary’s Report:  Minutes were reviewed, no changes required.  Motion made by Gene H. to accept the January 30th minutes as presented, seconded by Jerry G.  Motion Passed
Correspondence:  Jessica Garrels, Director of the WI League of Conservation Voters, asking the WI Chapter to endorse 4 conservation priorities:  Drinking Water, Conservation Integrity, Global Warming and Groudwater during their Conservation Lobbying Day on Feb 25, 2009.  There was concern about a 501(c)3 organization lobby, therefore the WI Chapter did not sign on to endorse conservation priorities.
Also the WI Chapter was invited to participate in the WI SITCOM.  Ty attend as President and the role will be passed on to the incoming President, Melissa Knipfel.
Ryan Gerlich sent out an email that Ty handed out in regards to the Leadership Development Workshop being held Saturday, July 11th at the International SWCS Annual Conference.  Attendance for this workshop is aimed at current and future chapter leaders.
Treasurer’s Report:  Report was reviewed.  The WI Chapter has a balance of 14,070.40 as of November 30, 2008.Interest earned on the Conservation of the Land Fund is used to award our scholarships each year.  Motion made by Melissa K. to accept the Treasurer’s report, seconded by Jerry G.  Motion Passed
2009 Annual Meeting:  Melissa updated the chapter on the up coming Annual Conference.  Anticipated attendance is around 65.  All the arrangements have been made.  $25 gift cards were purchased and will be presented to all of our conference speakers this year.
Annual Chapter Report and Awards:  The Annual report will be submitted by Ty L. to SWCS headquarters.  Ty will also look into nominating WI for a Chapter Award.
Membership Reports:  Jon F. reported that the WI chapter has 176 members up from 170 in 2007.  Jon has been working with Chris Baxter in regards to the student chapter in UW - Platteville.  A student chapter needs to have 10 active student members to be recognized.  Currently, UW-Stevens Point is the only recognized student chapter in WI.  Motion made by Gene H. to accept the Membership report, seconded by Jerry G.  Motion Passed
Headquarters Report:  The search for a new executive director is still in the works.
WI Conservation Hall of Fame:  No report.
Scholarship/Awards:  Reminder to not wait until right before the next Annual Meeting to submit nominations for Chapter Awards, can be submitted at anytime to Pat Murphy, Awards Chairman.  
Ty L. reviewed the Friend of Conservation Awards:  Ted Bay, UW-Ext. Crops and Farm Management Agent with our Friend of Conservation – Educator Award for his grass roots leadership; Bob Middendorf, WGLR radio, with our Friend of Conservation – Media Award for his media coverage of agricultural and conservation related topics; and the Mississippi Valley Conservancy of La Crosse with our Friend of Conservation – Outstanding Organization Award for their dedicated work along the Mississippi River.
Two scholarship recipients were also recognized this year.  Tyler Nigon, a junior at UW-Stevens Point, was awarded the Mulcahy Scholarship in recognition of his overall academic achievement and resource conservation experience.  Our other scholarship recipient was Tyler Groh, a sophomore at UW-Stevens Point, was awarded the UW Stevens Point Chapter Scholarship.  Tyler currently serves as Secretary for the UW-SP SWCS student chapter.

By Laws Committee:  Review of the WI Chapter By-Laws is needed.  The WI chapter needs to review the non-profit 501(c)3 rules and check into membership levels (lifetime – Student).

Newsletter:  No report.  The website was discussed and all agreed that it has save the chapter money and has been timely way to distribute information out to our members.
Social Outing:  Ty L. discussed plans to organize a social outing April 26, 2009 to participate in the Madison Crazy Legs 2 mile walk/run as a group.  A group needs 10 or more individuals.  Ty will put a flier together and have it posted on our website.
Discussion about attending another Brewers game maybe in coordination with another summer tour.

Plan of Work and/or Program Development Update:  Tabled due to time restraints, until the March 2009 meeting.
New Business:  
Ty reported on Farm Technology Days 2009 in Dodge County.  The WI chapter was contacted about having a 12x12 booth at this year’s event.  The cost is 250 plus tables etc.  Discussion occurred about having an interactive display such as a ground water display or a touch box for kids.  Motion made by Gene H. to contact the West North Central President, Peggy James, to split the cost of the booth to attend the 2009 Farm Technology Days in Dodge County, if WNC can not help with the cost, then we will not attend this year’s event, seconded by Jerry G.  Motion Passed
Nelson Institute – Earth Day Conference:  Contact Pete Nowak for details.  Melissa K. plans to attend this year.  Get update for March meeting.
The 64th International Annual Conference will be held July 11-15, 2009 in Dearborn, MI.  Jim H., Jerry G. and Ty L., are planning to attend this year.  It was mentioned that Pete Nowak maybe going as well.  Ty L. plans to present a poster this year.

Corporate Membership:  Ty L. has gathered a list of potential corporate sponsors for the WI Chapter. He will be sending out a letter explaining the benefits of being a member of SWCS.

WI Chapter Election Results:  Three Regional Representatives were up for nominations this year – Regions 2, 4, and 6.  The results of this year’s elections are as follows:  Christine Bouzek, Region 2; Ryan Gerlich, Region 4; and Chris Miller, Region 6.  Currently Region 5 is vacant while Andy Holschbach was elected to become out 2nd Vice President.  The WI Chapter looks forward in working with this great group of people dedicated to our natural resources.

Next Meeting:  It was decided to hold the next meeting during the first week of March 2009.  Ty will reserve a room at the Portage County Courthouse Annex.
Adjournment at 1:29
Minutes respectfully submitted by Melissa Knipfel, President Elect
