
March 2009 Wisconsin SWCS Council Meeting

March 5th, 2009

Stevens Point, WI

Members present: Jon Field, Ryan Gerlich, Jerry Griswald, Milo Harpstead, Eugene Hausner, Andy Holschbach, Melissa Knipfel, Ty Larson, Michael Stinebrink

Approval of last meeting minutes: 1st, Gene; 2nd, Ty; motion carried

Treasurers report: Gene reported general balance of $13879; January’s annual conference took in $1492; expenses were $1481; difference of $11; last year’s annual conference lost a little money.  1st, Andy, 2nd , Jerry to approve report as read; motion carried

General Correspondence:  

· Melissa recently sent NRCS state conservationist Pat Leavenworth a letter updating her on recent SWCS activities and also asked for her continued support of our organization.

· Melissa encouraged council to send any training opportunities we come across to her and she will get them out to the general membership.

· Ty was recently highlighted in a Golden Sands RC&D newsletter; council reviewed article and congratulated Ty

International Conference, 2010

· Ryan is on the national leadership committee; he will be attending this year’s international conference in Deerborn, Michigan.  There will be a one-day leadership conference the day before the start of the regular conference.  All are invited to attend.

· Pete Nowak nominated to be the Wisconsin Delegate to the meeting.  1st  by Jerry, 2nd  by Gene; motion carried.

January Election of Officers:

· Andy Holschbach, Ozaukee Co County Conservationist,  elected as 2nd Vice President; new area reps include Christine Bouzek, NRCS, Whitehall, Area 2, Ryan Gerlich, NRCS, Darlington, Area 4 and Chris (Slim) Miller, NRCS, Chilton, Area 6

· With Andy’s election, we are in need of a new area 5 representative; council will actively look for a new rep

Roles and Responsibilities of Officers

· Council reviewed 1997 document that had proposed clarifications of officer duties; document and bylaws do not include 2nd vice president position. Melissa would like more clarification on regional rep roles.  Gene, Andy, Ryan and Jerry will help Melissa in updating the bylaws

Expectations of Student Chapters

· Existing document, “State SWCS Chapter Relations with Student Chapters”, needs to be updated.  Council discussed making sure student chapters have a report ready for each council meeting and/or have a student rep or advisor present at one or more council meeting a year.  Ryan will update this document

Annual Chapter Report

· Ty sent in Wisconsin annual chapter report to Ankeny; Ty also put in our chapter nominations for two awards, Outstanding Chapter Award and Sustained Performance Award

Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame Report

· Milo presented bios of the two 2009 inductees to the Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame: Martin Hanson, friend of the Wisconsin Northwoods and Herbert Behnke, the longest-standing member of the DNR Natural Resources Board

Membership Committee Report

· Jon gave council update of who has left the society and the new members who have joined.  Jon will give Michael new list of members once UW Platteville has updated their list to Ankeny.

Finance Committee Report

· Steve Bradley will be stepping down as committee chair; Jon volunteered to chair committee. Jon would like to concentrate on contributor’s drive to highlight need to ask for special contributions to the society for scholarships because of the low percentage of annual dues we receive from the national chapter.  Ryan talked about Iowa SWCS examples of money-making activities such as a conservation tent for water and bananas along a bike-rally route and a river clean-up day.

Corporate Sponsorship Committee Report

· Ty developed list of conservation-orientated businesses.  He will send out letter to these businesses asking for corporate sponsorships.  Any member who would have businesses to add need to get them to Ty by April 1st.

Annual Meeting Report

· Council reviewed comments from attendees at annual conference in Platteville.  Most favorable comments were on the farmer panel.  Weather was a factor.  Icy road conditions made it hard that day. Group discussed ideas of how to get more people to attend meeting.  Conference location and timing discussed.  Pete Nowak emailed council to say he would like the council to concentrate on recruiting young conservation professionals.  Jon, Jerry and Pete will meet to discuss this endeavor.

Membership Survey

· Melissa wants to put a membership survey to ask what the membership wants SWCS to do for them; Michael and Melissa will look to Ankeny for some help on this

Social Outings

· Ty organizing SWCS group for UW-Madison’s CrazyLegs Walk & Run for April 25th; fundraising effort for UW-Madison.  $30/person.  Need 10 for a group; Ty already has four people.  Registration deadline with Ty is April 1st.  

2010 Annual Conference

· Planning committee for 2010 Annual Conference include Gene, Jerry, Pete, Melissa and Andy.

Nowak Resolution

· Pete brought resolution to council to reduce national council from 13 to 7 and always have one international representative on the council.  1st by Milo, 2nd by Andy to approve the resolution; motion passed

Motion to adjourn; 1st by Jerry, 2nd by Ryan; motion passed

Next council meeting: Thursday, June 4th; 10:00 am Stevens Point, Portage County Annex

Respectively submitted, 

Jon Field, March 16th, 2009


