SWCS Council Meeting

WI-Chapter

Portage County Courthouse Annex Building

1462 Strongs Ave

Stevens Point WI 54481

Meeting Called to Order: June 4, 2009
Present:  Ty Larson, Past President; Melissa Knipfel, President; Paula Carow, Region 1 Rep;  Andy Holschbach, Region 5 Rep.; Leslie B.; Christine Bouzek, Region 2 Rep; Chris Miller, Region 6 Rep; Amy Neigum, Region 3 Rep; Ryan Gerlich, Region 4 Rep; Jon Field, Membership Chair; Gene Hausner, Treasurer; Chris Baxter, UW-P Student Advisor; Barry Bubolz, Secretary.
Secretary’s Report:  Minutes were reviewed, no changes required.  Motion made by Gene Hausner. to accept the minutes as presented, seconded by Andy Holscbach.  Motion Passed
Treasurer’s Report:  Report was reviewed.  Motion made by Barry Bubolz to accept the Treasurer’s report, seconded by Christine Bouzek.  Motion Passed
Area Report:  Andy H. reported that he attempted to contact Wally Sedlar from FVTC regarding involvement in SWCS with a student chapter, however received no response.

Newsletter/Website:  Michael Stinebrink is looking for ideas and articles for the July newsletter, please send them to him or Melissa K.  He is waiting to receive bios from the Area Reps so that the website can be up-dated.
The 2009 plan of work has been up-dated on the website, and the by-laws have been placed on the web.
2010 Annual Meeting: Looking at March 9,10, or 11th in Madison, topic will be Bio Fuels…and its impact on the Ag Economy & Erosion Control on the Lands.

Summer Tour:  Jon Field and Amy Neigum are working with Curly Milfred, retired UWSP Soil Professor,  to set up the summer tour, perhaps in conjunction with the Ice Age Trail Group in the Portage/Marathon County Area.  Details to follow shortly, looking at the last week in July/first week of August.

Membership/Sponsors:   Melissa Knipfel is looking to fill the Region 5 Area Rep position.  Melissa is looking at getting a survey out which would include questions asking members what they want SWCS to provide to them.  “What can SWCS do for You?”

Ty Larson is still looking at finding some possible Corporate Sponsor, please provide possible contacts to Ty.

Nelson Institute-Earth Day:  Melissa and Gene attended, made some contacts for new members.  Breakout session presentation was held on the conversion from coal to bio-fuels at UW-Madison.  Discussion regarding how residue removal would affect the land.
Farm Tech Days:  Is being held July 21-23 in Dodge County; looking at an interactive display.  Groundwater model could be used at the site.  Still looking for volunteers to work the booth, interested people need to contact Melissa or Gene.
Fall Tour: Paula Carow talked about Conservation Observance Day in Superior for the Conservation Farmer of the Year, conservation practices on the farm included grazing and the installation of fish friendly culverts.  Looks like a possible 2010 SWCS Tour maybe in conjunction with the NW Land & Water Conservation Association.
UW-Platteville Report:  UW-P requires membership to SWCS to belong to their local soils/agronomy club.  SWCS membership is little more expensive than the ASA dues ($25 vs $10).  Would like to see the national office coordinate more activities at the international conference for undergraduates.  Put the idea out that a SWCS tour geared towards college students during the school year may be a good idea.  UW-P SWCS activities include running the state land judging contest and forage judging contests for high school students.  Chris will be going to the UW-P Reclamation Club and offering opportunity to join SWCS.  Discussed helping students attend the International Conference, in the past SWCS has made $150 available to a student.  A motion was made to support each student chapter a $150 for one student to attend the International Conference. Motion made and seconded by Ryan and Andy.  Motion passed.
UW-P last year approved a minor in energy and put forth a major in renewable energy to the UW-System for approval; two tracts would include biological/technical and business.

Want to make sure that there is a fact sheet about State/Student Chapter relationships.  Jon will research Ankeny for student chapter info.

New Business:
WI Chapter Award:  WI SWCS Chapter received the Outstanding Chapter Award, which was announced in the Conserogram, WI SWCS Website, and within the NRCS.

International Conference:   Ryan Gerlich will attend the Leadership Conference; Ty Larson will attend the Awards conference and be presenting a paper.  Pete Nowak is the WI Delegate and is proposing a resolution on council membership.
SITCOM:  Melissa will be attending a meeting on July 8th, if anyone has ideas for training please let Melissa know.  Ryan suggested training opportunities being offered by SWCS.

Scholarships:
Three scholarships will again be offered to the Student Chapters, one each.  Solicitation for the scholarships will happen again this fall.

Website Management:  Tabled to the October meeting.  Motion made by Jon to remove all membership info other than names from the website, second Ryan, Motion passed.
Awards:  Melissa encouraged all members to submit possible names for the three awards,  Friend of Conservation – Media, Educator, and Outstanding Organization.

Next Council Meeting scheduled for October 15th, from 10:00 to 12:00

Motion made by Ryan to adjourn, second by Melissa, Motion passed.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Barry Bubolz, Secretary
