SWCS Council Meeting

WI - Chapter

Portage County Courthouse Annex Building

1462 Strongs Avenue

Stevens Point, WI 54481

Meeting Called to Order:  Oct 15, 2009, 10:05 am, 
Present:  Melissa Knipfel, President; Jerry Griswold, President Elect, Andy Holschbach, 2nd Vice President; Mike Stinebrink, Newsletter; Paula Carow, Region 1 Rep.; Gary Korb, Region 5 Rep.; Milo Harpstead, WI Conservation Hall of Fame.; Amy Neigum, Region 3 Rep.
Secretary’s Report:   Minutes were reviewed. A suggested amendment to the minutes by Gerlich on the motion for students to attend the international conference should read; “for student(s)” instead of “for student”.  Motion: by Griswold to accept the June 9,2009 minutes as corrected, seconded by Harpstead.  Motion Passed.
Treasurers Report: Knipfel review Hausner’s report.  Motion: to accept the report by Carow, seconded by Griswold. Motion passed.
Area Reps Reports –Discussed the new members in the different areas.  It was stated that the current system that has the Area reps contacting new members is working well.  It was suggested that if the Area rep doesn’t know the new member that they should forward the name to the full board to make sure someone contacts them that is familiar with the new member.

Committee Reports – 


Conservation Hall of Fame – Harpstead reported that there are 5 nominations for the Conservation Hall of Fame and they will announce the 3 winners in the spring to coincide with the induction ceremony in April.


Membership – Knipfel reviewed Field’s written report.  Membership has been generally increasing this year.  There are currently 201 SWCS members in Wisconsin. 

Newsletter – Stinebrink stated that any news can be posted to the website quickly.  The Plan of Work states that there should be 3 newsletters per year.  There will be another newsletter coming out this fall.  It was suggested that the new members be welcomed in the newsletter also.  A soft deadline for the fall newsletter is Nov 2.  Please get any items to Stinebrink by that date.
Student Chapter – Tabled. No reports.

2010 Annual Conference Update – The Annual Conference will be in Madison at the Crowne Plaza on March 11, 2010.  The tentative theme of the conference is “Conserving the Wisconsin Landscape: The Potential of Bio-Energy”.  Griswold stated that they are taking suggestions for the title.  It was suggested that the title could be “The Potential of Bio-energy While Conserving Wisconsin’s Landscape”.   Griswold handed out a tentative agenda for the conference.  There was discussion if the award winners should receive their awards in March or in January.  Consensus was to note the award winners at March Annual Conference and list them on a separate piece of paper.  After registration it can be noted informally by Nowak if any award winners are present.  This will avoid the embarrassment of no award winners attending the conference.  Elected officials need to be installed before the March conference according to the bylaws.
OLD BUSINESS

Website management –Motion: by Carow to take the e-mail addresses off of the members list on the website, seconded by Holschbach. Motion passed.

International SWCS Meeting, Deerborn MI – The oral report by Griswold stated that the resolution did not pass submitted by WI SWCS.


Summer Activities – Consensus was that the SWCS display was not well attended at Farm Tech days.  Recommendation was that the display not be set up there again in the near future.


Fund Drive – Field is sending out a letter for the SWCS fund drive.  He asked if he can mail the letter instead of using e-mail.  Motion: by Griswold to have it mailed, seconded by Holschbach.  Motion passed.  It was suggested that he send letters to former SWCS members and retired NRCS folks.

Membership Drive – Tabled. No report.


Student Chapter Fact Sheet – Tabled.  No report.


Membership Survey – Knipfel will complete 10 survey questions and Korb will review them before they are sent out in the newsletter.

NEW BUSINESS

WLWCA Exhibit – The theme is “Cradle of Conservation” and the conference will be held in LaCrosse Dec 9-10.  There was discussion that it is not worth the money or the effort to put the SWCS display up at the conference.  Holschbach will see if SWCS can include brochures in the participants’ packets instead.

Elections – Elections will be held in January.  Positions up for election are: Area 1 rep, Area 3 rep, Area 5 rep, Secretary, Treasurer, 2nd Vice President.  It was suggested that candidates include a very short bio and the reason that they would like to be a rep for SWCS.  Elections may be held through the web instead of paper ballots this year.  Consensus was to do whatever is easiest for the election.

Scholarships – The group reviewed Murphy’s written report. Harpstead suggested that a later deadline be considered. Feb 15 was suggested instead of Dec 11 so advisors can complete the scholarship applications over winter break.  Harpstead made the point that advisors will know the students better by Feb also. 

Next Meeting:   January 21, 2010
Meeting adjourned:  Motion by Holscbach to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Griswold. Motion Passed.  
Minutes respectfully submitted by Amy Neigum, Acting Secretary. 

