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2009 Officer and Committee Contacts 
 

President:   Melissa Knipfel – (715) 848-2330, ext. 118 
    326 River Drive, Wausau, WI 54403 
    melissa.knipfel@wi.usda.gov 
 
President Elect:  Jerry Griswold – (608) 218-9242 
    1937 Regent Street, Madison, WI 53726 
    jerrygriswold@ameritech.net 
 
2nd Vice-President:  Andy Holschbach – (262) 284-8271 
(1st Vice-President)  PO Box 994, Port Washington, WI 53074 
    aholschbach@co.ozaukee.wi.us 
 
Past President:   Tyrone Larson – (715) 346-1325 
    1462 Strongs Avenue, Stevens Point, WI  54481 
    tyrone.larson@wi.usda.gov  
 
Secretary:   Barry Bubolz – (715) 524-8520, ext. 112 
    603C Lakeland Road, Shawano, WI 54166 
    barry.bubolz@wi.usda.gov 
 
Treasurer:   Gene Hausner – (608) 588-7780 
    520 N. Worcester Street, Spring Green, WI 53588 
    gene.hausner@gmail.com  
 
Newsletter:   Michael Stinebrink – (715) 536-6003 
    N1545 County Road W, Merrill, WI 54452 
    michael.stinebrink@wi.usda.gov 
 
Region 1 Rep:   Paula Carow – (715) 532-2162 
    311 E. Miner Ave., Suite S115, Ladysmith, WI 54848 
    mbarber@ruskcountywi.us 
 
Region 2 Rep:   Christine Bouzek – (715) 538-4396 
    19225 Dewey Street, PO Box 645, Whitehall, WI 54773 
    christine.bouzek@wi.usda.gov 
 
Region 3 Rep:   Jon Field – (608) 847-7221, ext. 102 
    220 LaCrosse Street, Mauston, WI 53948 
    jon.field@wi.usda.gov 
 
Region 4 Rep:   Ryan Gerlich – (608) 776-4028, ext. 120 
    1900 Ervin Johnson Drive, Darlington, WI 53530 
    ryan.gerlich@wi.usda.gov 
 
Region 5 Rep:   Gary Korb – (262) 547-6721 
    PO Box 1607, Waukesha, WI  53187-1607 
    gkorb@sewrpc.org  
 
Region 6 Rep:   Chris Miller – (920) 849-1444, ext. 248 
    206 Court Street, Chilton, WI 53014 
    christopher.miller@wi.usda.gov 
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Committee Chairs 
  
Awards:   Pat Murphy – (608) 662-4422, ext. 258 
    8030 Excelsior Drive, Suite 200, Madison, WI 53717 
    pat.murphy@wi.usda.gov 
 
Finance:   Jon Field – (608) 847-7221, ext. 102 
    220 LaCrosse Street, Mauston, WI 53948 
    jon.field@wi.usda.gov 
 
Legislative:   Pete Nowak – (608) 265-3581 
    UW-Madison, Ag Hall, Room 346D, Madison, WI 53706 
    pnowak@facstaff.wisc.edu 
 
Membership:   Jon Field – (608) 847-7221, ext. 102 
    220 LaCrosse Street, Mauston, WI 53948 
    jon.field@wi.usda.gov 
 
Nominations:   Tyrone Larson – (715) 346-1325 
    1462 Strongs Avenue, Stevens Point, WI 54481 
    tyrone.larson@wi.usda.gov 
 
Program Development: Jon Field – (608) 847-7221, ext. 102 
    220 LaCrosse Street, Mauston, WI 53948 
    jon.field@wi.usda.gov 
 
WI Conservation  Milo Harpstead - (715) 341-3145 
Hall of Fame:   612 Fieldcrest Avenue, Stevens Point, WI 54481 
    miloharp@att.net 
 
Student Chapters  University of Wisconsin-Platteville 
    Chris Baxter, Advisor – (608) 342-1388 
    1 University Plaza, BILSA Room 310, Platteville, WI 53818 
    baxterch@uwplatt.edu 
 
    University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point 
    Steven Levine, Advisor – (715) 346-3704 
    2100 Main Street, CNR, Room 278, Stevens Point, WI 54481 
    slevine@uwsp.edu 
 
West North Central  Peggie James – (608) 662-4422, ext. 238 
Region SWCS Director 8030 Excelsior Drive, Suite 200, Madison, WI 53717 
    peggie.james@wi.usda.gov 
 
International Office  SWCS – (515) 289-2331 or (800) THE-SOIL (843-7645) 
    945 SW Ankeny Road, Ankeny, IA 50023 
    swcs@swcs.org or www.swcs.org 
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PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN OF WORK 

 
MISSION STATEMENT:  “To empower, involve and inform members regarding resource 
conservation challenges through educational programs and project implementation.” 
 
TEAM MEMBERS:  Jon Field, Chair Ty Larson Melissa Knipfel 
 Jerry Griswold Andy Holschback Gene Hausner 
 Barry Bubolz Regional Reps. Committee Reps. 
 
What Start Complete Who/Contact 
Program Development 1/1/09 4/1/09 Team Members 
 
Contributor’s Drive 1/1/09 12/31/09 Jon Field 
   Ty Larson 
   Steve Bradley 
 
Membership Drive 1/1/09 12/31/09 Jon Field 
   Ty Larson 
   Gene Hausner 
 
2010 Annual Meeting 3/5/09 3/1/10 Jerry Griswold 
   Gene Hausner 
   Andy Holschbach 
 
Membership Survey 3/1/09 12/31/09 Melissa Knipfel 
   Michael Stinebrink 
 
Newsletter #1 3/1/09 3/15/09 Michael Stinebrink 
 
Develop Position Paper(s) 2/01/09 4/28/09 Pete Nowak 
 
1st Council Meeting 3/5/09 3/5/09 Melissa Knipfel 
   Council Members 
 
Corporate Sponsor Drive 1/1/09 12/31/09 Jon Field 
   Ty Larson 
   Steve Bradley 
    
Nelson Institute Earth Day Conference 4/22/09 4/22/09 Melissa Knipfel 
Monona Terrace, Madison   Jerry Griswold 
   Ty Larson 
   Gene Hausner 
 
Crazylegs Classic 4/25/09 4/25/09 Ty Larson 
Madison 
 
Milwaukee Baseball Game 5/15/09 8/30/09 Ty Larson  
 
 



PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN OF WORK (Continued) 

 
What Start Complete Who/Contact 
Summer Tour 6/1/09 8/1/09 Region 3 
   Amy Neigum 
 
2nd Council Meeting 6/1/09 8/1/09 Melissa Knipfel 
   Council Members 
 
Regional Activities 3/5/09 11/30/09 Regional Reps 
 
Newsletter #2 7/1/09 7/15/09 Michael Stinebrink 
 
International Meeting 7/11/09 7/15/09 Jerry Griswold 
Dearborn, MI   Pete Nowak 
   Jim Hebbe 
   Ty Larson 
   Ryan Gerlich 
 
Farm Technology Days 7/21/09 7/23/09 Gene Hausner 
Dodge County   Melissa Knipfel 
    
Fall Tour 9/1/09 10/30/09 Region _____ 
 
3rd Council Meeting 10/1/09 11/15/09 Melissa Knipfel 
   Council Members 
 
Awards Program 10/1/09 1/30/10 Pat Murphy 
 
Newsletter #3 10/1/09 10/15/09 Michael Stinebrink 
 
Elections 11/1/09 12/31/09 Melissa Knipfel 
 
Annual County Conservationist 11/1/09 11/30/09 Andy Holschbach 
Meeting 
 
WLWCA Conference 12/1/09 12/31/09 Andy Holschbach 
 
4th Council Meeting 1/1/10 2/28/09 Jerry Griswold 
2010 Annual Meeting   Gene Hausner 
   Andy Holschbach 
   Council Members 



Wisconsin Chapter – SWCS 
2009 Year End Financial Statement 

Stevens Point, WI 
January 21, 2010 

 
 
 
 

Treasurer's Report 
 
Balance on Account – 12/31/2009 
 
           Checking Account      $    1,151.85 
 
 Savings Account            1,927.45 
 
 Conservation on the Land Fund        10,411.29 
 CD Matures on 02/16/2010 
 
 
 
Total                    $  13,490.59 
 
 
 
 
Respectively submitted 
 
 
 
Eugene Hausner /s/ 
WI Chapter Treasurer 



WI Chapter SWCS Membership Report 
2009 

 
For two years in a row, the Wisconsin chapter, UW-Platteville and UW-Stevens Point student 
chapters of the Soil and Water Conservation Society have enjoyed a net gain in membership.  
We have 209 active regular and student memberships, up from 176 in 2008.  This was due to 
only a one member net loss in regular membership and Ankeny counting all of our student 
membership for the first time in a couple years.  Below is a list of new members who have joined 
us over the past year: 
 
Adam Beilke, Nik Bertagnoli, Kelly Bopray, Michael Jawson, W.D Kemper, Paul Mitchell, 
Harry Parrott, Dustin Sawyer and Robert Smail. 
 
If you have people that are interested in becoming a member of SWCS, please contact your area 
representative or myself for enrollment forms.  You can also go on-line at:   
http://wi-swcs.org/6.html 
 
Conservationist membership remains only $80/year. 
 
Jon Field,  
Membership Committee Chair 
 
 
 

WI Chapter SWCS Contributors Drive 
2009-2010 

 
The Wisconsin Chapter SWCS recently completed a Contributors Drive to provide their 
members an opportunity to contribute above their membership dues to assist in supporting the 
Chapter in their various program and scholarship areas. 
 
The success of the Contributor Drive is a result of their strong support to the WI Chapter 
activities and functions.  A financial commitment of $1020.00 by the following members 
contributed to this success;  Jack Densmore, Jon Field, Jerry Griswold, Milo Harpstead, Eugene 
Hausner, Jim Hebbe, Peter Jacobs, Michael Jawson, Terence & Patti Kelly, Kenneth Kilian, 
Roger J. Lange, Patricia Leavenworth, Arthur Peterson, Polenske Agronomic Consulting, and 
Maury & Grace White. 
 
The Wisconsin Chapter SWCS appreciate the additional commitment made by these individuals 
to further enhance the success of the chapter's various activities. 
 
Jon Field 
Membership Committee Chair 
 

http://wi-swcs.org/6.html�


2010 Wisconsin Chapter SWCS Awards 
 
 

Friend of Conservation Award – Outstanding Conservation Organization 
 

Rusk County Wildlife Association 
 

The Rusk County Wildlife Association (RCWA) was created in 1986 to fund and implement 
natural resource projects in Rusk County Wisconsin. The mission of RCWA is to “improve fish 
and wildlife habitat and populations and their associated recreational facilities”. 
 
The membership in the RCWA is approaching 1000 individuals and the activities of the 
association are guided by a 15 member Board of Directors. Some recent of accomplishments of 
the RCWA include: installation of a livestock crossing and 1 mile of fencing for 2 local farmers 
at no cost to protect stream banks, stabilization of 4 critically eroding stream banks on the 
Flambeau River, provided 2000 native tree and shrubs to local landowners to establish habitat 
plantings, sponsored 6 high schools students to attend the WLWCA Conservation Camp, replace 
2 culvers with fish passages, improved 950 feet of stream habitat and employed 35 high school 
and 4 college interns to install conservation and outdoor recreation projects. 
 

 
 

2010 Wisconsin Chapter SWCS Scholarships 
 
 

University of Wisconsin Platteville – SWCS Student Chapter Scholarship 
 

Robert Laubenstein 
 

Robert is a Junior majoring in Soil and Crop Science with an Agribusiness minor. Robert grew 
up on a dairy farm and has worked summers as a crop scout and commercial pesticide applicator. 
Robert is currently participating in a research project to determine how rye cover crop seeding 
rates impact Nitrogen recovery efficiency. Robert intends to work as a crop advisor after 
graduation. 
 
 

University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point 
 

Scott Stipetich 
 

Scott is a Senior majoring in Land Use Planning with a minor in Soil Science. Scott grew up on a 
dairy and beef farm near Ashland Wisconsin and worked as a Biological Technician for the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service. Scott is the Treasurer of the SWCS student chapter and a member of 
the Xi Sigma Pi Natural Resource Honor Society. After graduation Scott would like to pursue a 
career as a land use planner focusing on the preservation of agricultural lands.  



Annual Report from University of Wisconsin Stevens Point student chapter of 
the Soil and Water Conservation Society – 2009. 

 

 This has been a busy year for the University of Wisconsin Stevens Point student chapter 
of the Soil and Water Conservation Society. We have had many programs and events which we 
financed through lab manual sales to introductory soils classes and through annual funding from 
the Student Government Association, SGA.  

 As students, our first priority is academics. Therefore, as a chapter, we enjoy 
participating in events that will further our education of the natural environment. One of these 
events is our Horicon Marsh project that has been going on for ten years. This project encourages 
our students to get hands on experience both outside and in the laboratory. Our field work 
consists of auguring through the ice and taking cores of soil at points along a transect. We then 
test the cores for bulk density, phosphorous, carbon, and nitrogen. We intend to present our 
ongoing research at the UWSP Student Research Symposium this spring. In addition to the 
Horicon Marsh project, students can also get hands-on experience through soil judging contests. 
Our chapter participates in the ASA regional and the NACTA competition. This past spring, the 
NACTA competition was held in Wooster, Ohio, and the fall ASA competition was in Purdue, 
Indiana.   

To stay up to date with current soil related topics, our student chapter invites 
professionals to share their experiences and knowledge at our weekly meetings. At the end of the 
academic year, we get together with the UWSP student chapter of American Water Resource 
Association for a banquet. This banquet consists of socializing, food, and a keynote speaker.    

 Along with academics, our student chapter strives to contribute to the community through 
the Adopt-a-Highway program and UWSP’s College Days for Kids. During College Days for 
Kids, we invite sixth graders to come to our campus, and we teach them about soil basics. These 
introductory soil lessons include subjects like: erosion, texture, nutrients, soil forming factors, 
and plant growth in different mediums.  

 In order to accomplish our goals, we encourage bonding between members through 
various activities. We open each semester with a new member pizza party and end each semester 
with a picnic. At the end of October, we visit our retired advisor’s home to have a pot luck, carve 
pumpkins, and go on a hay ride. In addition, we attend the state SWCS conference every year to 
network and learn about current issues.   

Looking forward to another eventful and productive year! 

University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point SWCS student chapter 



CONSERVATION HALL OF FAME 2009 INDUCTEES  

by Milo Harpstead 

 The 25th Annual Conservation Hall of Fame Induction ceremony took place April 18, 
2009 at the 1800 Theater and Restaurant at Sentry Insurance in Stevens Point.  These are the 
inductees: 

 

 MARTIN HANSON   (1927-2008) was perhaps the greatest advocate for the North 
Woods of Wisconsin that we have seen.  About the time that he was born, his father dammed the 
Brunsweiler River in Ashland County, created the 25 acre “Beaverdam Lake”, and built what 
became known as Camelot North.  Money was never a problem due to the family furniture 
manufacturing business in Chicago.  Martin devoted his life to conservation projects and wildlife 
photography.  He was an unabashed advocate for Democrat politicians, and many of them were 
hosted at Camelot.  He went with JFK on a helicopter tour of the Apostle Islands, and it was 
from that trip that started the “ball rolling” for the establishment of the 42,000 acre Apostle 
Island National Lakeshore that Richard Nixon signed into law as a bill sponsored by Gaylord 
Nelson.  Hanson’s interest in photography yielded more than 600 two hour videotapes of 
wildlife.  He kept up this hobby even as his health failed and he was found dead on his property 
on Oct 22, 2008.  The coroner ruled that death was from complications of a broken hip.  His 
body has been cremated, and a celebration of his life is being planned in Ashland in June 2009. 

 

 HEBERT F. BEHNKE was born on a farm near Lena in 1925 as the youngest of 10 
children.  He loved to hunt and fish, and he understood the needs of agriculture and the timber 
industry.  It was with this breadth of understanding that he was the longest serving member of 
the Natural Resources Board.  As a young man he left the farm to work at Cooperative Services 
International, a Shawano based animal breeding business.  Knowledge gained there gave him 
unique insight into deer management, especially the deer baiting issue that he opposed.  
Behnke’s natural resources service began when Gov. Warren Knowles appointed him to the 
Wisconsin Conservation Commission in 1967.  Various state agencies were merged into the 
DNR in 1968.  Knowles appointed him to the new Natural Resources Board.  He served until 
1972 and in 1989 was reappointed by Gov. Thompson and served until 2006.  He chaired the 
board from 1993 to 1997.  Through the years, Behnke has served on many boards, commissions, 
and committees and was recognized as a peacemaker when issues were debated.  The Wisconsin 
Outdoor Journal named him as one of the top 20 conservationist of the 20th century and the UW-
Madison College of Agriculture and Life Sciences gave him the Distinguished Service Award in 
2001.  Back home in Shawano, he remains active in various civic and conservation causes, 
among which is the Navarino Center that serves more than 3,000 students per year. 



 CHARLES H. STODDARD (1912-1997) was born in Milwaukee and worked in the 
CCC for a time during the 1930s.  He was educated in forestry at the Univ. of Michigan, UW-
Madison, and Princeton University.  After many years as a professional forester, he authored 
“Essentials of Forestry Practice,” in 1959 (revised in 1987).  It is still used in many forestry 
programs.  He maintained his permanent home near Minong and loved to walk in the Wolf 
Springs Forest, but his employment with U.S. Interior Department took him to offices in 
Washington, DC and Duluth much of the time.  He was involved with many controversies 
between industries and the public, but he is probably best known for the “Stoddard Report” that 
he released in 1969.  It took to task the Reserve Mining Company that was dumping 67,000 tons 
of taconite tailings into Lake Superior along the North Shore.  It was a struggle, but Reserve was 
fined $1 million and forced to develop an on-land disposal site.  His headstone in the Wolf 
Springs Forest reads “Charles H. Stoddard, 1912-1997, Forester, Conservationist, and Fearless 
Public Servant”. 

     



2009 SWCS International Meeting Report – Jerry Griswold 

The 64th International Annual Conference of the Soil and Water Conservation Society was held 
in Dearborn, Michigan at the Hyatt Regency Hotel.  The theme this year was Delivering 
Conservation Today and Tomorrow and was attended by several Wisconsin Chapter members.  
The facilities were excellent and the weather was exceptional for a late July in the Southeastern 
Michigan area.  The only negative of the entire week was the observation of the poor economic 
conditions that are griping the entire State of Michigan.  There were signs of hard times almost 
everywhere you would look.  The Michigan Chapter did a marvelous job of organizing the 
conference under what must have been difficult conditions.  As part of the welcome, the 
Michigan Chapter urged attendees to take a little extra time and explore the State of Michigan.  
Many of the attendees took that advice and helped out the economy each in a small way. 

House of Delegates – Pete Nowak was the WI Delegate; his report follows. 

Personal Development and Technical Workshops:  Several workshops were held on Saturday 
and Sunday preceding the start of the main conference.  On Saturday, conservation leadership 
workshops took center stage.  On Sunday several technical workshops were conducted including; 
The Social Side of Nonpoint Source Management; Connecting with Absentee Landowners; and 
Native Pollinators and Conservation.  Sunday was the day for the Exhibitors and Poster 
Presenters to set up.  Our own chapter member Tyrone Larson had an excellent poster titled 
“Central Wisconsin Grassland Conservation Area Partnership.” 

Main Conference:  On Monday the general meetings began as Secretary of Agriculture Tom 
Vilsack gave the H.Wayne Pritchard Lecture.  He was well received and related many of his 
experiences in Iowa with respect to supporting the conservation movement.  The rest of the day 
was filled with concurrent sessions of which there were many excellent presentations by 
researchers, students and practitioners. 

On Monday evening the conference attendees were treated to the screening of “Dirt! The 
Movie.”  It was received enthusiastically by members and their families.  Prior to the screening, 
participants had the opportunity to meet with one of the producers of the film as he answered 
questions.  The film was one of about 200 films selected for exhibition at the 2009 Sundance 
Festival.  The film is narrated by Jamie Lee Curtis and directed by Bill Benenson and Gene 
Rosow and produced by Common Ground Media Inc., a nonprofit organization. 

On Tuesday, many more concurrent sessions were held, way too many good presentations; more 
than any single person could ever take in.  Wednesday brought several outdoor classroom-
educational tours.  These included Fisheries Research at Lake St. Clair; Ford Rouge Plant and 
Ford Field Park Techniques and Stream Bank Stabilization; Urban Farming in SE Michigan; 
Emerald Ash Borer in Michigan; Monroe County Conservation Tour; and the Canadian 
Technical Tour.  On Thursday a special Tiffin River Watershed Tour (CEAP Watershed) was 
held. 



2009 SWCS International Meeting  
WI Delegate Report 

by Pete Nowak 
 

I had the honor of representing the Wisconsin Chapter at the 2009 SWCS International Meeting 
in Dearborn, Michigan from July 11-15, 2009.  My main responsibility at that meeting as the 
Chapter Delegate was to present the following resolution to the House of Delegates: 

RESOLUTION from the Wisconsin Chapter of the Soil and Water 
Conservation Society 
 
It is resolved that a change to the bylaws of the Soil and Water Conservation 
Society be proposed to facilitate a change to a seven person Board of 
Directors; four of whom will be elected at large and three of whom will be 
selected by the Executive Director and then appointed by the Board.  At least 
one of these seven Directors must be an international representative. 
Justification for this resolution: 
 
1. The expenses, direct and indirect, associated with identifying, nominating, 

electing, training and providing logistical support to the current 12 
member Board is significant.  A 7 member Board would represent a 
significant cost savings to SWCS.  

2. Communication technology has improved significantly since the original 
Board structure and representation scheme was devised.  Seven Board 
members, four of whom are at-large, will have ample capability to 
communicate across and represent the diverse membership of SWCS. 

3. A smaller Board will help clarify leadership expectations of Board 
members.   

4. The Executive Director is expected to raise significant fiscal resources to 
support the SWCS mission.  Allowing the Executive Director to nominate 
potential Board members to the Board increases the potential to integrate 
potential funding sources and issues with Board expertise. 

5. Three members of the Board selected by the Executive Director for 
appointment by the Board gives the Executive Director to directly address 
critical diversity, expertise or experience needs on the Board.  

6. The Board having the responsibility to examine and vote on the nominees 
of the Executive Director will create a more cohesive Board, and 
contribute to a stronger working relation with the Executive Director. 

 
A special set of parliamentary procedures was introduced for this meeting that had not been used 
in any previous House of Delegates meeting.  I was allowed to present the resolution, and then I 
was not allowed to speak to any of the objections or concerns that were raised after the resolution 
was presented.  A carefully crafted script was followed where a sequence of Board members rose 
to object to the resolution or present information in opposition to the resolution.  Only then was 
the process opened to the floor for discussion by Delegates, but again, I was not allowed to 
respond. The resolution, needless to say, was voted down.  
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TO:  Melissa Knipfel    DATE: March 26, 2009 
  Wisconsin Chapter President 
 
FROM: Peggie James 
  SWCS President 
 
SUBJECT: Wisconsin Chapter is the Recipient of the Outstanding Chapter Award 
 
Congratulations! It is my pleasure to inform you that the SWCS Board of Directors has named 
the Wisconsin Chapter as the recipient of Outstanding Chapter Award. 
 
This and other awards will be presented at an Awards Luncheon on Tuesday, July 14th at noon 
during our 2009 Annual Conference. The 2009 Annual Conference will be held at the Dearborn 
Hyatt Regency in Dearborn, Michigan July 11 -15, 2009.   
 

 
Outstanding Chapter Award 
The Wisconsin Chapter hit a home run in 2008 offering a wide variety of professional 
development, social, and community service opportunities to both members and non 
members. In addition to running an active chapter, they held four educational events and 
trained over 100 participants. Two conservation tours featured a wide array of urban and 
rural issues related to waste management, recycling, forestry products, and fruit 
production.  A highlight of the year was a tour of the world’s largest fresh fruit grower–
Oceanspray facilities--where they viewed an automated soil-moisture monitoring 
technology and cranberry production. The chapter’s annual meeting focused on water 
management and was entitled “Wisconsin Water Levels – Are they rising or falling?”  
And, of course, every chapter should have some fun, so during their summer meeting, 
many of their members took some time to enjoy a Madison Mallards baseball game. We 
applaud the Wisconsin Chapter for their financial support of the National Soils Exhibit 
and their ongoing encouragement to each member to “adopt a section of road or highway” 
as way to give back to the community and the environment. 

 
 
I am very pleased that the Wisconsin Chapter will receive this award and extend my 
sincere congratulations. 
 
cc: Peggie James  
 West North Central Regional Director 



On Friday, August 7th, 2009, WI SWCS hosted a Central Wisconsin 
Glacial Geology and Organic Farming Tour.   
 
We had 16 people from across the state show up on a cloudy day at Jordan Park in 
Stevens Point.  Retired UW-Stevens Point soils professor Clarence “Curly” Milfred led 
the group in Wisconsin glacial geology discussions at the park and then took us to a 
number of interesting locations east of town amongst the Hancock and Almond moraine 
country.  We stopped at an old mill dam on the Plover River where the river cuts through 
the moraine.  We stopped at a farm with an ice wall lake deposit of sand, which is both 
mined and farmed. We looked at a rural subdivision on top of the Almond moraine which 
had a bird’s eye view of Stevens Point.  
 

 
Photo: Dr. Clarence “Curly” Milfred explaining Wisconsin glaciology. 
 



By happenstance, the tour ran into Bill Ebert, Golden Sands RC&D coordinator, who was 
working on the Steinhaugen Agroforestry Demonstration Project.  In 2007, 200 trees, 500 
shrubs, and 500 perennial plants were planted on a 2-acre site on the Steinhaugen Farm 
northeast of Stevens Point. An 8-foot high, high tension solar-powered electric fence was 
designed and built to control deer damage. Rain water from a barn roof is stored in two 
1,100 gallon tanks and used in a gravity-flow drip irrigation system. More information on 
this farm can be found at: http://www.goldensandsrcd.org/index.html. 
 

 
Photo: Steinhaugen Agroforestry Demonstration Project, Portage County. 
 

http://www.goldensandsrcd.org/index.html�


The tours midway stop was the Hiess Organic Farm located in Ellis.  Lunch was taken 
there and Norbert Hiess, owner, talked about his organic cropping practices.  The group 
was particularly interested in the types of fertilizers and tillage practices he uses to grow 
his crops.  Norbert grows 160 acres of row crops with no one else helping on the 
operation.  Needless to say, he’s a very busy farmer.  Initial tillage and cultivation on a 
typical corn crop is 5 times across the field.  An example of fertilizers Norbert used was 
waste from fish processing plants. 
 

 
Photo: Hiess Organic Farm, Portage County. 
 



The last stop was a Wisconsin Department of Transportation (DOT) wetland mitigation 
site on a 200 acre muck over sand retired farming operation.  Restoration efforts included 
ditch plugs, scrapes and seeding.  Group attendees Simone Kolb from the Army Corps of 
Engineers and Meghan Buckley, UW-Stevens Point professor talked about permitting 
and monitoring work being done on the site.  We then headed back to Jordan Park and 
departed.  A very good time was had by all. 
 

 
Photo: The SWCS “tourists.” 
 
 
Until next time… 
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